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l was watching a cable news segment this week which |
found kind of interesting. They showed all the gaffes or
blunders made by the presidential candidates and thelr
supporters, and thew the bac&—pedduw@ tl/\eg did to
overcome them. [t doesn't surprise me at this polnt they
have misspoken several times. The campatgn seems Like
it has been golng forever, and every thing they say is
recovaed.

How would You LLiee that? To have all your worols
vecovoed!

If You could hear a recording of everything you sald Last
weelr, would You want to edit or take anything back? we
often joke about the trouble our tongue gets us tnto, but
really it is no laughing matter, and to show genulineness
Ln our fatth to others, it is an area wheve we need control.

It is such a problem James, bn his shovt practical book,
deals with Lt tn every chapter. Open Your Blbles to James
and Look at what he says: 1:26; 2:12; 4:11; 5112...

Each of these statements provides us with some valuable
insights regarding what we say, but chapter = Ls



exceptional in its lnstruction to believers about the use of
our tongue. In it we learn genuine faith wisely uses the
tongue. To help us get this message, James uses o series
of illustrations concerning the power and danger of the
tongue. Let me quickly give You the outline then we will
constoer each of them:

The Horse and the Bridle tn verses 2-2

The ship and the Rudder tn verses 4-5
The Flre and the Spark tn verses 5-6

The Anlmal and the Tratner Ln verses #-8
The Fountain and the water bn verses 9-12

Before using any of these llustrations, James gives us a
conelse warning. Look at verses 1-2...

This s not referving to an official position. Whenever we
open our mouth to give another advice, a plece of our
mind, or whatever we want to call it, we are stepping tnto
the vole of a teacher. And James says that s a dangerous
place. Because the more we talk, the greater chance we
have of making a mistake, offending someone, and
betng held accountable.

we've all beew there, right! Who among us can't say,
“Been there, done that!”? How many times | have thought,
“Iff ondy | would have shut up a minute sponer!”



The more we talk, the greater our chance of offending
people, and displaying our bwmaturtty vather than

matur’utg :

The use of our tongue will tell people whether our faith s
penulneg or not.

The Horse and the Bridle

The first illustration is the horse and the bridle. Look at
VErses 2-=...

Let wme say this vight away. (know very Little about
horses and bridles! | know hovses arve bigger than | am so
they scare me. And [ lknow bridles are to help You control
them but [ don't kinow how to use them. one of the few
thmes [ was on a hovse, he was golng as fast as he could,
and | was doing everything [ could to hang on to the
rebns. He dectded to take a sharvp right tuwrn. My body
decloed to keep golng straight, at least for a Little while.

A bridle is a plece of equipment that fits over a horse's
head. 1t holds a bit Ln the horse's mouth, with relns
attached to it. The bit is a plece of metal which vests on the
oums of the mouth tn an area wheve there are no teeth

ano allows the rider to control the horse.

Here's what James says...



If we know how to use that Little plece of metal, we can
control that great big horse.

His polnt is stmple, so let’'s not make Lt more complicated
thaw it is. Just Like with that bit, if we know how to use
the tongue then we can control our whole body. It Ls that
Lmportant! Remember what James said n 1:26...

The use of our tongue will tell people whether our faith s
genulne or not.

The Ship and the Rudder

To make the very same polnt, James uses a second
Wlustration, a ship and tts rudder. Look at verses 4-5...

| have another disclaimer. [ have never been on a satling
shipl i was tn a row boat once with my brother fishing. He
puLLed ln a laroe swappﬁw@ turtle, and we bothjumped out
ot the boat!

| know; You are beglmmning to think my experience is a
Little Limited. But [ have seem pletures of ships and thelr
rudders. The Rind of ship James has tn wind is a large
wind-powereo vessel. Think of the kind of ship our
forefathers came over on, Like the Mayflower.



James polnts out two problems such ships faced with
sailing: thelr size, and flevce winds. Flerce winds could
blow a ship off course or cause shipwreck. In such winds
the size of the ship made them difficult to manage. But
despite these problems, a good steersman could matntain
control of the whole ship tn the worst of clrewmstances by
his wise use of the helm, the steeving mechanism.

Again, the polnt James wants us to get Ls very stmple.

Just as the use of a vudder has a tremendous influence
over a blg ship bn a flerce storm, the use of our tongue has
a tremendous influence bn our Lives. (ks wise use will legep
us upright tn the worst of storms, but its poor use will
bring shipwreck to our Lives.

The Fire and the Spark

James next Wlustration Ls of a forest flre and the spark
that often starts it. Look at verses 5-¢...

quess whatl | have been in a forest firel \While attending
college, | had the privilege of belng a volunteer forest five
flghter. It was one of the most exciting things that ( have
ever done bn my Life. It helped me to understand how
dangerous and destructive a very small fire can be. Most
fires we fought were started by carelessness, Like the
tossing of a it clgarette.



Here, James uses some of the strongest Language possible
concerning the tongue. Look again at verse é...

The tongue is Like a firve. It spreads rapldly and destroys.
It is a world of Lwiquitg, it has a corvupting influence. It
defiles the whole body, making the whole person dirty,
and destroying a person's whole Life. And James says it
Ls a flre that comes vight out of hell.

Like [ sald; strong language! This ts why the use of our
tongue Wil tell people whether our fatth s genulng or not.
1t will tell people whether our tongue has beew touched by
heaven or hell.

The problemt is wost of us has beewn @uittg of lts poor use,
but that can be changed. Look with wee at 1satah &:5-7...

Lllee us, (satah was surrounded bg people who dldnt use
thelr tongues the way they should, and he fell wunder thelr
influence too. Standing before God he knew he was
gulilty, but God touched his mouth, purged it, and made
it clean. He will do the same for us i we ask Him.

Are You satistied with o mouth set on fire by hell, or do
You want a mouth made clean by heaven's toueh?
MLthat@Lg owtg You and | can make that declslon, but
we do need heaven's touch to make a difference.



The Antmal and the Tralner

Wwe see this bn the next lustration of James using a wild
animal and a trainer. Look at verses #-L...

Recently my granddaughters got a pet dog. | am
avwazed at the tricks they have taught her in a very short
thme. Gewesls 1:26 teaches man was created to vule over
the antmal Ringdom. Throughout the history of
mankind we have demonstrated the ability to do so.

But James says there ts something we have not shown the
ability to tame, our own tongue. He says it is an unruly
evil and {ull of deadly polson. | have some missionary
friends in Africa. tn one of thelr Letters they wrote about
openiing the front door of thelr howee to have a cobra stand
Up andl SpLt at theme! That's what Janmes says our tongue
Ls Like.

It is interesting that the only other place this word for
tame is found Ln the New Testament Ls bn Mark 5:1-4...

Although they tried everything they could think of, no
one could tame this man with the legion of demons. But
as this story continues guess who dio? Jesus! if we want
our tongues to be tamed, eventually we are going to have
to stop trying to do it ourselves and go to Jesus. He hos
the ability to do what you and | can't.




The Fountain and the water

n his final tllustration, with a fountain and its water,
James helps us to understand why this is so tmportant.
Look at verses 9-122...

James says we use our tongues bn o contradictory way
for both blessing and cursing. He wants to make a
sbmple polnt; such a contradiction goes against nature.

For years after my family moved from Tennessee to
ILlinols, whenever we traveled back to Tennessee for a
Vistt, we would stop tn the mountains where there was a
natural fountain of water coming out of the rock. \We
always filled a jug and took it home with us. To us it was
the sweetest water to be found. Through all the years we
did that it never changed. Just Like James says, tk wasn't
sweet one thme and bitter the next, or it wasn't fresh one
time and salty the next.

We knew what kind of fountain it was by its water.

James Ls saying people can tell what kind of faith you
and | have by what comes out of our fountain, our mouth.
He goes on to explain this tn verses 12-1€ that our use of
the tongue will show wisdow from above ov from below.
wWe can LLe to ourselves (1:26), but everyone else will
RMOW.




This passage was written by Javees as a4 warning. He
Wonts us to know the use of our tongue provides evidence
concerniing our profession of faith. It proves whether it is
penulneg or not.

Having recelved his warning we ave to examing ourselves.
What does my use and your use of the tongue say about
our fatth?

Let's be honest, Like 1satah, all of us would have to say, “I
A A man, a woman, a Young person of waclean Lips. we

all weed to bring owr tongues to God for His touch.

Psalm 1411 2-4 provides a good prayer,

Set a wateh, © LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of
my Lips. neline not my heart to any evil thing.

WILL you pray that? wWill you ask God to wateh your
mouth, keep Your Lips, and purlfy Your heart with the
touch of heaven?



