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Upon hearing the news, or reading the newspaper, have you ever just
wondered, “ What's thisworld coming to?” Or, “ Why doesn’t God do
something about thisworld?” | know | have. It's hard not to sometimes, but
we are not the first to ask such questions. Many others have done the same,
including a man named Habakkuk. He was a prophet that lived alittle over
600 years before Christ, at the same time as Jeremiah, in the days just before
Babylon came and took Judah away into captivity.

Now, you might think that someone who lived so long ago would not have
much to say to us today, but as Habakkuk looked at his times and people, he
saw many of the same things we see. And just like us, he too was confused
by it al. But he took his confusion to God and as a result, we find his faith
going through three stages. Please open your Bibles with me to the book of
Habakkuk. You will find it just a few books from the end of the Old
Testament.

|. Habakkuk’s Faith in Turmoil

As this book begins, we discover that Habakkuk’s faith isin turmoil. As he
looked at hisworld, his heart became heavily burdened. Now, on the surface,
one might wonder why, because during his time, Judah wasin the midst of
religious reform. As far as many were concerned, they were experiencing a
genuine revival. Josiah was the king. Perhaps one of the best Judah ever had.
He experienced personal conversion at the age of 16 (2 Chronicles 34:3). At
20, he began to clean Judah of idolatry. He had the Temple repaired, restored
the Temple services, and called for a renewed commitment from the people
of the land to their covenant with God.

Many people were excited about the good things going on in the land, but
not Habakkuk. He saw differently than most, and realized it was all
superficial, and had not really penetrated people's hearts. There was a
difference between what people were saying and what was actually
happening. Sin, violence, injustice, still most defined histime, and it deeply
troubled him, so he cried out to God much the same way you and | do when
we see such things around us.



As aresult, Habakkuk spent a great deal of time wondering about the person
of God. In chapter one, he questions, complains, and argues with God,

“O Lord, how long shall | cry, and You will not hear?”
“God, aren’t You listening, don’t You care?”
“ Our nation's a mess, and Your not doing anything about it!”

WEell, God answered his complaints by telling Habakkuk in verse 5, “ I'm
doing something so wonderful you will have a hard time believing it.”

And He gave the details of how He would use Babylon as His hand of
punishment. But that didn’t exactly please Habakkuk. In fact, it troubled him
even more because Babylon was an even more corrupt nation than Judah!
And so, beginning in verse 12, Habakkuk repliesto God... (12-13)

In essence, he was saying,

“Your not being consistent. Your not being fair!”
“You're a holy God, how can You use sinful people to punish Your people?”

There are a couple of things here that would help our own understanding and
response when we look at our own times and wonder about the person of
God, as Habakkuk did.

First, God does not tell us everything.

| used to get frustrated with aformer employer. I'd ask him something and
he would often respond, “ Some things you need to know but you don’t need
to know everything.” | felt like he was purposefully withholding information
from me. But God isn’t just withholding information. Quite often, we smply
don’t have the ability to understand. His ways are not our ways, and His
thinking is far beyond our thinking, <o that, what seems unfair and
inconsistent isnot at all.

Second, we look at things from our point of view.
We see, based on what we want or what we think is right, and therefore we

misinterpret what God is doing. We're not able to see from His point of
view.



And third, we don’t really want to know what God is doing.

Like Habakkuk, we're not aways going to like what God does. I nstead,
what we really want to hear is what we want to happen. I’ ve seen it many
times in counseling. People will come to me for answers but often what they
arereally looking for isfor meto tell them they areright. Quite often, that’s
the way we approach God as well. We want Him to confirm what we've
already decided. That has nothing to do with God'swill, it is all about our
will.

And so, in chapter one, the faith of Habakkuk isin turmoil, and we can
understand why, because we too have found ourselves in the same situation,
wondering what God is doing.

|1. Habakkuk’s Faith in Training

However, in chapter 2, Habakkuk’s faith goesinto training. In verse 1, he
says, “ I’'mgoing to stand here and see how You respond!” Habakkuk was
going to wait on God.

In most cases, that would be admirable. Psalm 37:7 says, “ Rest in the Lord,
wait patiently on Him?" . Isaiah 40:31 says those that wait on the Lord shall
renew thelir strength. But | don’t believe Habakkuk was waiting in that frame
of mind. | think he was ready to argue. He knew how things were supposed
to be, and rather than listen to what God had to say, he really intended to
prepare his next argument. You know how that works don’t you? We'rein an
argument with someone and while their talking we don’t hear athing their
saying because we are planning what to say next!

But throughout chapter two, we don’'t hear Habakkuk speak. Instead, we
hear the voice of God And He outlines a coming judgment upon selfish
ambition, covetousness, the exploitation of others, drunkenness, and idolatry.

But first, He instructs Habakkuk concerning his response to what God was
doing in the world. And that’s what | want us to focus on in verses 2-4...

First, Habakkuk was to wait. The right way!

God was going to act when the time was right and not before. Habakkuk’s
place was not to question, but to wait. Our view of the world and our future



should be the same. God has given us His Word, and He's made it plain to
read and to understand. He tellsus He's got a plan and just like with
Habakkuk, though it tarries, we are to wait for it, because it will surely
come. Everything God plans happensin itstime!

Second, Habakkuk was to wait by faith.

In verse 4, God presents two ways to deal with life. There's the way of the
proud, who think they can figure things out on their own. Who think they
know what is best, but end up in destruction. And there's the way of the just,
which, instead of trusting themselves, put all their trust in God.

And that’s really the issue isn't it! We can look at our world and the mess we
see sometimes, and with troubled heart wonder, “ Why doesn’t someone do
something about it?” But God is not so troubled. And it’s not because He
doesn’t care. He does! It’s because of what He tells Habakkuk in verse 20...

God was saying, “ I’'min My Temple. I’'mon My Throne, and | amin
Control.”

You see, God redlly is in charge! The whole world is in His hands, including
you and me. We can rebel against Him, as the proud. Or, we can trust Him,
asthejudst. The choiceisours. But let’s not ever forget, Heisin His Temple,
and in the end, we all must answer to Him.

Hearing the Word of God, had a much different impact upon his life than
Habakkuk thought it would. Remember back at the beginning of chapter 2?
He thought he was going to be able to stand on equal terms and argue with
God about what was right and wrong. But take alook at 3:2...

The speech that he's talking about is what God had to say in chapter 2.
Hearing that speech enabled him to understand just how wrong he was, and
instead of arguing with God, Habakkuk was humbled before Him. And he
pleads, “ Lord, Revive Your Work!” He was not asking God to do something
new, but instead, to continue that which He was already doing; to keep it
aivel

I11. Habakkuk’s Faith in Triumph

Aswe move into chapter 3, we discover that Habakkuk’s faith began to



triumph. Back in chapter one, he didn’t like what he saw, and he didn’t like
what he heard. He wanted God to act immediately and in a certain way, his
way But now, Habakkuk realizes God’'s way and God’stime iswhat they
really needed after-all.

Believe it or not, that’s what we still need today, God’s way and God’stime.
We may not like what we see around us, and want God to act now. I'm
reminded of how James and John in Luke 9 reacted when a city of Samaria
had turned Jesus away. They wanted to immediately call fire down from
heaven to consume them. But God had things in control, and had a plan
Jesus was following.

We may want God to act in a certain way, right now. But, that’s not our
decision to make and it’s not even oursto worry about. God isin His
Temple. Heisin control. Our responsibility isto live by faith in Him.

The rest of chapter 3 reassured Habakkuk in his new attitude of worship as
he was given avision of God.

We are not going to study its detail, however, there is a basic theme
presented in this vison which God wants us to understand. See 3:3-16...

Far from being indifferent and inactive with regard to our problems, God is
moved, God is concerned, and God isin control, waiting for just the right
moment to accomplish just the right thing for us. And when we see Him in
that way, rather than confusion, it boosts our confidence. Look at verses 17-
19...

What a message! A much needed message for us today! No longer was
Habakkuk going to try to work out the problems of his life and society, in his
own strength. Now, he was going to rely on God's strength, and there he
would find victory.

God would enable him to walk in the high places, in the places of victory,
instead of down in the valley, in the places of discouragement. Habakkuk’s
confidence in God was restored because he stopped looking at the problems
around him and listening to the thoughts of his own heart. Instead, he started
looking to God, and listening to the words of His Voice.

Habakkuk’s circumstances did not change, but he changed as he drew closer



to God. And the same opportunity exists for us today. The closer we draw to
the Lord, the more we become aware of His strength, and the better we
understand His sufficiency for our every need. Remember what the Lord
told the Apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:9...

Our circumstances may not change but our perspective will, and so will our
lives when we put our trust in Him.

If you’ re discouraged, if you're frustrated, if you’ re bitter because of
problem’s you face in life, then stop looking at your problem’s and start
looking to the Lord, and He will restore your confidence in Him, so that, you
can rest in Him, rely on Him, and rgjoice in Him.



